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sation of national recombinant DNA guidelines is now sufficiently complete for the
Liaison Committee to be disbanded. Although the national guidelines of some coun-
tries are still evolving towards the position already reached by others, the Commit-
tee believes that there is no further need for formal and regular liaison at the ESF be-
tween representatives of national recombinant DNA committees.

Through participation in the ESF Liaison Committee, the United
States was able to play a significant role in promoting comparable safety
guidelines for recombinant DNA research. The costs to it were very
small, amounting to those of sending a representative of the NIH to six
meetings in Strasbourg.

Committee on Genetic Experimentation (COGENE). The Commit-
tee on Genetic Experimentation (COGENE) is a scientific committee of
the International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU). ICSU is an inter-
national nongovernmental scientific organization of 18 autonomous in-
ternational scientific unions and more than 60 national members, i.e.,
academies of science, research councils, or similar scientific institutions.
COGENE, formed in 1977, has among its purposes the following:

1.  review, evaluate, and make available information on the practical
and scientific benefits, safeguards, containment facilities, and other
technical matters;

2.  consider environmental, health-related, and other consequences
of any disposal of biological agents constructed by recombinant DNA
techniques;

3.  foster opportunities for training and international exchange; and

4.  provide a forum through which interested national, regional and
other international bodies may communicate.

COGENE initially established three working groups in the areas of
guidelines for research on recombinant DNA, risk-assessment experi-
ments, and training and education.

The Working Group on Recombinant DNA Guidelines was estab-
lished in May 1977. It was charged with the responsibility of: (1) obtain-
ing information about the status and content of recombinant DNA
guidelines in different nations, and (2) analyzing, comparing, and
evaluating the provisions of the various national guidelines and the
premises on which these provisions were based.

The Working Group proceeded by distributing a questionnaire to
scientific representatives of each nation in which recombinant DNA
research was being conducted and/or guidelines were being considered.
By April 1978 it had received completed questionnaires and/or copies of
national guidelines from 39 countries having scientific societies affiliated